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Por the Presbyterian. regret, to say, have remained, to all appear- | able to assist in any degree in our extrica- | going up by scores every year, many of of a will of man—but of God. And the the poor, to one of the holiest purposes of — having seen the covenant mercies of God ; church a determined and consistent Chris. 
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A Work of Grace In the Colle e of ance, indifferent and careless as to their | tion, will receive our thanks, and may be at | which are commodious, beautiful, and taste- ‘Word became flesh and dwelt among us | Christian charity, are being squandered; fulfilled toward them unto the third and | tian body, a true evangelical church which 
‘enni || BOW Jersey. _1 | gondition; and, as in like circumstances, | the same time assured that at but few points | ful, and, what is still better, many of them | (and we saw his glory, a glory as of one | that a vast amount is expended for opera-| fourth generation. "God had blessed to the presentday. It had 
— | such persons are usually hardened, so we | can their contributions be applied with the | filled with humble and devout worshippers. ont of a father, ) full of grace and | tions remote from the one great object of Verily, who is so great a God as our God! | based its faith upon the Scriptures from its 

A brief narrative of*the recent work of ) fear in regard to those of whom we now prospect of so speedy and abundant areturn. | Hence we say, despise not the day of mall | trath.”"—John i. 12, 14. - | the Institution; that men are employed to He is the God who doest wonders; he has carly day, and brought its purity down to 
churches 


translate the word of God whoare not quali- . declared his strength among the people. 


speak, that they will be the worse for ne- W. A. GRAHAM. things, for truly God is doing great things | And the Doctor adds:—« These are by Sed for the works Gish diswabomannel With bh Pog, ae ab the present time. A t many 
; rantable trans-, With his own arm has he redeemed his 


grace, and of the cotirse of religious in- 


stevidticn: in 'thé:Gollege of New Jersey, at 


Princeton. Extracted‘from the Report of 
the President to the Trustees, and pub- 
lished at their request. | 

Of the two-hundred and fifty-three stu- 
dents in the College, during the present 
year, eighty-six are members of the Church, 
in full commpnion; and it is expected that 
not Jeas than twenty others will make, be- 
fore long, a public profession of their faith 
in Christ.. Several purpose to do so at the 


in the: present college year. Besides those 


glecting their present privileges. Still, it 
is our belief, that the students of this class 
have been much restrained from sinful 
courses by the general seriousness pervading 
the College. After saying thus much, it 
can be scarcely necessary for me to add 
that the order of the College during the 
present session has been good, and that 
there has been but little call for exercise of 
discipline. The attention to study has also 
been good. With the exception of the 
interruption of the regular recitations, on 


quenee of the state of religious feeling 


_ Berlin, Maryland, July 14th, 1856. 


For the Presbyterian. 


DEDICATION OF A CHURCH. 


Messrs. Editors—A new church edifice, 


recently erected at Virginia Grove, called 
Unity Church, in Louisa county, Iowa, was 
set apart and dedicated to the service of 
Almighty God, on Saturday, the 21st June. 
In these services the Rev. Father Cowles 


appropriate and interesting, and the audi- 
This church 


for us, whereof we are glad. H. N, 


| From the N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 


Painful Disclosures Respecting the 
American Bible Union. 


It has been known for some time that 
the Rev. Dr. Maclay has resigned the 
Presidency of the American Bible Union, 
to which post he was elected on the death, 
of the Rev. Dr. Cone, having previously 


closures, made by himself, show that thé 


no means the most objectionable renderings. 
In this and other books are some which I 
would not disclose to the public eye.” He 
then brings forward another grave charge, 
which we give in his own words: 

“On a closer examination in the depart- 
ment of revision, I found that, in addition 
to the shocking translations already referred 
to, the misguided hand of the reviser had 
been rashly laid upon the original text, as 
it seemed to me, without any authority of 
the Board. It will be recollected that, in 
the famous Amity street letter, Dr. Wil- 


t ased as the standard of revision; and that 
‘Ta the reply, written by Dr. Judd, and 


lations have been made, which, if published, | 
must bring into discredit the most precious 
doctrines of my faith, sap the fundamental 
truths of Christianity as indubitably re- 
vealed in the Holy Scriptures, and shake 
the confidence of the people in the canon of 
the sacred writings; that such revisions are | 
likely to be published for indiscriminate 

circulation without the previous precaution- | 
ary examination, provided for, and required 

by, the plan and rules of revision, as origi- | 
nally adopted by the Board, that the con- | 
trolling power of the institution has become | 


blast the name and influence of every one 
who advocates reform; feeling perfectly 


people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. 


Sabbath-Scheols in California. 


A Sabbath-School Convention, consisting 
of delegates from all the schools in the 
State of California, was held at San Fran- 
cisco at the close of May last. Mr. J. W. 
McKee, of the First Congregational Church 
in that city, presided, and Mr. S. B. Stod- 
dard acted as secretary. The convention 
continued in session on Thursday, Friday, 


Number of Scholars at time of organization, 1,175 


Teachers at time of organization, 320 


have departed from the true doctrine, while 
this had adhered closely to its early faith, 
and was now as pure as any church in the — 
Commonwealth, and perhaps in the country. 
The Bible was its creed, and it wanted no 
other. The speculations of other churches 
were strangers to it. These speculations 
have arisen from a departure from the pure 
teachings of the gospel. They come close 
to a denial of entire human depravity and 
other doctrines connected with this. There 
is a prevalence of views entirely in opposi- 
tion to orthodox faith, a new doctrine, ac- 
knowledging a certain sinless depravity, 


He spoke extendedly on this point, elucidat- 
ing his position, an 


. first opportunity afforded them. Of those | the afternoon of the 28th of February, | of West Point preached the sermon, and been one of its most efficient agents. His'] Jiams charged the Bible Union with impro- he 10 : | 
| now in the communion of the Church, there has been no interference whatever Rev. H. Newell of made resignation was at the time attributed to'| per in withholding from the 
seventeen have become communicants with- | with the orders of the College, in conse- | the dedicatory prayer. The sermon was | jj} health and advanced age, but recent dis-§ es a knowledge of the Greek text, to be | as to forbid the hope of reform, but also to. from the cain iaiiiieahe » = Bible, and is a false basis to build upon. 


exhorting his hearers 


just spoken of, and in regard to whom we | #mong the students. ence large and deeply solemn. act was grounded upon very different rea- 
indulge hope that they are pious, there | In accordance with the views expressed | was organized in 1849 by F ather Bell (the sons. Unpleasant rumours respecting the ere se ane it ox said : P satisfied of all this, I am compelled, by a it i 7 ae oe vs — time, tay to cling to those doctrines which will incite 
are many others who have been deeply im-{ by the Board of Trustees, the course of | first of the pioneers of Presbyterianism in | operation and management of the Bible 1s subject received our early and } stern sense of duty, to abandon the enter-| Whee number of Teachers at present time, 679 | 8 holy zeal, and prove acceptable to the 


pressed with the importance of divine things; 
and who, we trust, are to be brought to a 


religious instruction in the College has been 
extended, and it is now as follows, viz. 


the State of Iowa), with fifteen members. 
Now it has a membership of one hundred 


Union had for some time been in circula- 
tion, and one of the friends of the Associa- 


prayerful attention, and after obtaining the 
most satisfactory information respecting it, 
with the counsel of competent advisers, and 


prise, and to free myself as far as possible, 
from all further responsibility in its opera- | 


Average attendance of Teachers at meetings, 159 
Whole number of Books in Libraries, 19,883 


Whole number of papers distributed since or- 


Searcher of hearts. He was pleased to say 
that this church had been distinguished for 
its firm maintenance and adherence to the 


saving knowledge of the truth. On the Lord’s day there is preaching in and eight. After its organization Some | tion finally addressed a communication to ganization, (semi-monthly) 5,070 
In this it will be proper forme | the morning in the College Chapel. In | time, the Rev. Father Cowles became its | Dy, Maclay, asking for full explanation upon rightly will jul greet prracipies of she. 
: the afternoon all the classes recite from the | pastor, where he remained about three | the subject. The reply appears in the form J ong. araptont oe = There had always been a goodly number of 
, its members whose life had shown the pre- 


to make mention of the work of grace, 
which, in the kind providence of God, we 
have been permitted to witness among the 
youth of our College during the present 
term. While at home in the previous va- 
cation, two of the students made a profes- 
sion of their faith; and a few others became 
more or legs interested in the subject of re- 
ligion. 

_ On Thursday, the 28th of February, the 
day observed as a day of prayer for Colleges, 
we had religious services, both in the after- 
noon and in the evening. These seryices 
were well attended; and they were unusu- 
ally solemn. It was evident that a deep im- 

ression had been made upon the minds of 
many. In the afternoon addresses were 
‘made by the Rev. Dr. Carnahan and the 
Rev. Dr. Hodge; and they were listened to 
with devout attention. In the evening, 
the exercises were conducted by the Presi- 
dent of the College, and the number of stu- 
dents present was unusually large. 
_ These circumstances encouraged us to 
hope that God was about to revive his work, 
and grant us a season of refreshing. In 
this expectation we were not disappointed. 
‘It was soon apparent that a work of grace 
was begun. Not only were the members 
of the Faculty greatly encouraged, and 
‘active in promoting the good work, but the 


pious students were much engaged in efforts | 


to interest the minds of their fellow-students 
in the subject of their spiritual and eternal 
welfare. From the beginning of the work 
to the present time, there have been reli- 
gious services in the Sophomore recitation 
Toom every evening in the week, with the 
exception of Sabbath evening. These ser- 
vices were conducted by the President and 
Professors of the College, aided occasion- 
ally by the Professors of the Seminary and 
other friends. To Dr. Hodge we are par- 
ticularly indebted for his valuable assistance 
so often and so willingly given. © 

_ For fifteen years or more, religious ser- 
Vices had been held on the evenings of 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs- 
day, in each week of the session; but 
during the present session we have had 
them every evening, with the exception of 
Sabbath evening, as above mentioned. The 
reason for not meeting on that evening was 
this, that there were always, on that even- 
ing, religious services in the First Presby- 
terian church. 

_ Throughout the whole session the meet- 
ings have been well attended, both by the 
members of the Faculty and by the stu- 
dents. The exercises were singing, prayer, 
reading of Scripture, exposition of Scrip- 
ture, and the explanation of some doctrine 
or duty. The Tutors and the students 
frequently took part in prayer. On every 
Sabbath morning, Yr many years, the 
students have held a prayer-meeting in 
the Sophomore recitation room; and this 


_ meeting has been regularly attended by 
- some of the officers of the College. 


Meet- 
ings for prayer and the reading of Scrip- 
ture were held frequently, during the 
session, in the rooms of the students. At 
these more private meetings, Professor Duf- 
field was often present and took part in 
them.- For thirty years the pious students 
have held a meeting for prayer and confer- 
ence, on every Saturday evening. Oppor- 
tunities for conversation on the subject of 
religion wére not only atforded to such stu- 
dents as desired to have instruction, but, 
in many cases, they were visited in their 
reoms; and in others, they were sent for to 
our houses, that we might be able to con- 
verse with them in private, pray with them, 
and give them such counsel as we thought 
to be suited to their several states of mind. 

Our religious services, though daily, do 
hot appear to have been burdensome. Care 
was taken not to have them protracted. 
Our aim was to limit them to thirty or forty 
minutes, and to present whatever topics 


. were handled in as few words as would suf- 
\ fice to give a distinct and deep impression 


of the truth sought to be imparted. In 
our teachings we have endeavoured to bring 
home to the hearts of our pupils their de- 
ravity by nature, their helplessness, their 
fost and ruined condition; but more espe- 
cially their obligations to God, for his love, 
grace, and condescension; their absolute 
dependence for salvation upon the grace of 
God; the righteousness of Christ, and the 
work of the Holy Spirit. In this manner 
we laboured to interest them in the vital 
truths of religion, and to bring them to the 
exercise of repentance toward God, and of 
faith in the Lerd Jesus Christ, and to a 
consciousness of their entire dependence 
upon the Spirit of grace and truth, for all 
right feeling, and for all saving knowledge. 
While there has been a marked earnest- 
ness on the part of many in seeking forgive- 
ness and acceptance with God, there has 
also been perfect sobriety of deportment 
upon the part of all, whether professors of 
religion or inquirers after the truth. Never 
have I seen things more quietly conducted ; 
and seldom with equally happy results. 
For while there has been much to rejoice 
our hearts, and for which we desire to be 
ever grateful to our Heavenly Father, there 
have been no excesses to deplore. True, 
indeed, all who were impressed have not 
given evidence of being born again, and 
some of them, doubtless, are as careless as 
ever; yet there has been no such re-action 
as is sometimes witnessed after great excite- 
ment on the subject of religion. We hope, 
too, that many who manifest no deep con- 


of divine truth, which are yet to spring up 
and to bring forth fruit to the glory of God, 
and to their own eternal joy. Some, we 


sacred Scriptures. The lessons are taken 
alternately from the Old and New Testa- 
ments. Accompanying these exercises, ex- 
planations, practical remarks, and prayer 
are made by the persons who hear these 
recitations. During the present year, Dr. 
Atwater has had the charge of the Junior 
and Freshman classes, and the President of 
the Senior and Sophomore classes, in the 
lessons from the Bible. 

Prayer is offered every morning and 
evening in the College Chapel, with the 
exception of Sabbath evening, on which 
evening, as before mentioned, prayer is 
offered at the close of the Bible recitation. 
At morning prayer, a portion of Scripture 
is read; at evening prayer, a psalm or hymn 
is sung. 

On Monday morning, the Senior, Sopho- 
more, and Freshman classes recite from the 
Greek Testament. These recitations are 
heard by the Professor of Greek, the Ad- 
junct Professor, and the Tutor in this de- 
partment. 

The Junior class recites a lesson taken 
from Dr. Alexander’s Evidences of Chris- 
tianity, or from Paley’s Natural Theology, 
or from his Horse Pauline. They do the 
same also on Saturday morning. The reci- 
tations on these subjects are heard by the 
President, who makes such comments as he 
deems proper. | 

These exercises, with the exception of the 
lessons in the Hore Pauling, comprise the 
course of instruction heretofore given. In 
addition to these, the Seniors recite to the 
President of the College, on Butler’s Ana- 
logy, the Sophomores on Dr. Hodge’s Way 
of Life; and the Freshmen, on Dr. Cole- 
man’s Biblical History and Geography. 
During the present session, the Sophomore 
and Freshman classes have recited once a 
week, and the Senior class from once to 
twice a week, on the subjects just mention- 
ed. Thestudy of the « Way of Life,”’ this 
season, was very opportune; several of the 
students under serious impressions having 
derived much valuable instruction from it, 
and the very instruction they needed. 

It is my purpose, next year, to make some 
slight change as to the times these several 
works shall be made subjects of study; but, 
in other respects, to regard the present 
course of religious instruction as the estab- 
lished one for this institution. 

That the clerical members of the Faculty 
should take a lively interest in the religious 
instruction* and welfare of the student is 
what we might all expect from sincere men. 
But it is not so generally the case, that lay- 
men and men of science, of the standing of 
our Professors, regard the religious interests 
of men as their highest interests, and do all 
in their power, by precept and example, to 
imbue the minds of their pupils with a reve- 
rence for the teachings of revelation. I re- 
gard it as a happy circumstance for the 
youth of our College, that, in matters of 
science, they are under the tuition of able 
men, who regard science as the hamdmaid 
of.religion, and in all respects to be subser- 
vient to her. 

Permit me, in closing this Report on the 
State of the College, to express our great 
obligations to Almighty God, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for his 
grace and goodness, vouchsafed to us and to 
the youth of our charge, during the present 
session, as seen in the general good health, 
good order, attention to study, and especial- 
ly in the outpouring of his Spirit, and in 
the hopeful conversion of a large number 
of our youth. 

To His holy name be praise evermore. 

JOHN MacLean, President. 


For the Presbyterian. 


WHO WILL HELP US? 


Messrs. Editors—On the 29th ult., at 
Whaleyville, Worcester county, Maryland, 
a new edifice was opened, with appropriate 
religious services, and set apart for the wor- 
ship of God. At the same time a congre- 
gation in connection with it, under the name 
of «The Eden Presbyterian Church,” was 
organized by a committee of the Presbytery 
of Baltimore, and Dr. John P. R. Gilliss 
chosen and installed a ruling elder. This 
new congregation is located in a region 
whose spiritual darkness and destitution are 
appalling to a degree very imperfectly ap- 
prehended by our Church at large, or even 
by the Presbytery in whose bounds we are. 
No direct Presbyterian influence has ever 
heen exerted for the benefit of the com- |. 
munity, though so near the cradle of Pres- 
byterianism in America, where Makemie 
and others laboured. The country around 
‘is rapidly filling up and improving, being a 
portion of the county most adapted to pro- 
fitable farming. At the same time a dis- 
position favourable to Presbyterianism seems 
to be spreading. Now appears to be the 
time, therefore, for us to put in the sickle 
and reap. There is no other church at pre- 
sent in the village, nor within several miles 
around. Ours, therefore, was urgently called 
for. During the past year I have been 
preaching in the place regularly, with a very 
encouraging attendance, though under very 
unfavourable circumstances as to a place for 
worship. Now we have a neat and com- 
fortable church, costing about $1750, yet 
still resting under a debt of about $600, 
though we have put forth our strongest 
efforts for its release. While this continues 
upon us we must be greatly trammelled. 


free. All interested in the progress of our | 


Church and of pure religion, and feeling 


years, and whose labours were greatly bless- 
ed in the building up of this infant church, 
as well as throughout a great part of the 
State of Iowa, where he has unceasingly 
laboured and toiled in the service of his 
Divine Master for a period of some nine- 
teen years. The present pastor of this 
church is the Rev. Francis B. Dinsmore, 
who has been labouring as such in this 
church and other adjacent ones about the 
same length of time, and whose labours 
have been also greatly blessed in gathering 
in God’s scattered Israel, and building up 
this portion of the vineyard of Christ 
Jesus. Doubtless, his heart must be greatly 
cheered (amidst all the discouragements 
peculiar to a pastor’s life) in being per- 
mitted to see the pleasure of the Lord so 
evidently prospering through his instrumen- 
tality. A few years ago, and the voice of 
the messengers of God’s mercy had not 
been heard in this place; now, at least 
every Sabbath day, it is vocal with the 
praises of the living God. <A few years 
ago, and the Sabbath here was unknown, 
together with the institutions of the reli- 
gion of the Bible, and the interest of the 
soul entirely neglected. Now it is strict- 
ly a religious community, a thoroughly 
church-going people, the Sabbath observed, 
and religion honoured and respected. A 
few years ago, they had no church edifice, 
no temple erected to the service of the 
living God. Now they have a neat and 
comfortable house of worship, erected at an 
expense of something less than two thou- 
sand dollars, and for which they are, I be- 
lieve, almost, if not altogether, out of debt, 
and, what is still more. encouraging, filled 
with a large, respectable, and respectful 
audience. The writer of this communica- 
tion had the pleasure not only of being 
present at this dedicatory service, but also 
of preaching on the Friday previous, as well 
as on Sabbath and Monday following, and a 
more interesting, solemn, and respectful 
congregation of people it has scarcely ever 
been his privilege to address, not only in 
this Western country, but even in the Kast- 
ern States. On the Sabbath, the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper was administered to 
God’s professed people, in the presence of a 
large and deeply solemn audience. On this 
occasion there were fourteen added to this 
church, eight, I believe, on examination, 
and the rest on certificate. And truly it 
was an affecting sight to see more than one 
hundred of God’s children taking their 
seats around the table of the Lord, in obe- 
dience to the dying request of their Divine 
Master, many of them bathed in tears: 
when, but a few years since, the savage yell 
was only heard, and not a syllable of praise 
had gone up to the throne of God for his 
redeeming love and abounding mercy. 
Judging from the size of this congregation 
on the Sabbath, their house is even now too 
small to accommodate all who may assemble 
to hear God’s word, although; in construct- 
ing it, it might have appeared to have been 
spacious, very spacious, for this newly- 
settled country. On the Sabbath it was 
filled to overflowing—the aisles and every 
part were perfectly crowded, whilst num- 
bers remained on the outside for want of 
room within. But as they expect to erect 
another church edifice about six miles dis- 
tant, perhaps their house may still be suff- 
ciently large; and, indeed, they have al- 
ready commenced to build another house, 
the foundation of which is laid, and under 
contract, at a cost of $2350, which is, I am 
told, to be completed this fall. In this 
same place, called the « Morning Sun,” the 
Covenanters have quite a large congregation, 
and a very large stone church edifice nearly 
completed, which would compare very well 
with many of our churches in the Eastern 
States, even in the large towns and cities; 
and, also, the Union body has quite a fine 
congregation about a mile distant. Thus 
this community is altogether a Presbyterial 
one; and, composed of such bodies as these, 
it is not necessary for me to say that the 
influence is altogether on the side of moral- 
ity and religion. It is a community in re- 
gard to which, so fur as I have any know- 
ledge, there is none in which it would be 
more safe to place the young and inexpe- 
rienced. And this is a consideration of 
the greatest importance, and ought to be of 
the deepest interest to those who are about 
to emigrate to this Western country; where 
in most places the most dangerous and soul- 
destructive heresies are inculcated, and 
noxious influences are exerted. This church 
is jn a region of beautiful prairie on one 
side, with the most fertile soil; and, on the 
other, an extensive grove of timber, ex- 
tending some six miles in length. It is 
about twenty miles from Burlington, ten 
from the Mississippi river, and eight from 
Wappello, the county seat of Louisa county. 
Messrs. Editors, let not the churches in 
the Eastern States despise the day of small 
things here in this Western country, for 
although it is the day of small things, com- 
pared with what we anticipate, yet it is the 
day of great things, compared with what it 
was a few years ago, when nought but the 
savage yell was heard from one extent of 
this unsurpassingly beautiful country to the 
other. Some twenty years ago, and not the 
foot of an ambassador of Jesus Christ had 
trodden its fertile soil (I mean Presbyterian). 
Now they are found almost everywhere 
preaching the Lord Jesus. A few years 
ago we had but one Presbytery; now we 
have four. A few years ago we had no 


ago we had no temples dedicated to the 
service of the living God; now they are 


of a pamphlet of twenty-five pages, over Dr. 
Maclay’s own signature, aud its revelations 
we apprehend will result in the annihilation 
of the Bible Union. After such disclosures, 
honourable Christian gentlemen can scarcely 
remain in connection with it, and those who 
may still endeavour to carry on its opera- 
tions are not likely to receive from the com- 
munity the pecuniary aid necessary for that 
purpose. 

From these revelations we learn that 
when the venerable author of the pamph- 


he resolved to meet his increased responsi- 
bilities to their full extent, and in order to 
do this effectually, he commenced a tho- 
rough investigation into all the details of 
the Union’s operations. Readers are aware 
that the Amerjcan Bible Union split off 
from the Baptist Bible Society on the plea 
that a revision and new translation of the 
Holy Scriptures was required, which work 
they professed to undertake. While Dr. 
Maclay was simply an agent of the associa- 
tion, he, of course, received his instructions 
from the officers of the Union, and princi- 
pally from the Secretary. The latter gen- 
tleman supplied him with an outline of the 
association’s operations, and with the statis- 
tics upon which to ground his appeals to 
the churches for pecuniary aid. We un- 
derstand that the venerable Doctor has 
raised upward of twenty thousand dollars 
in behalf of the Bible Union. As presiding 
officer, he felt that it behoved him to be 
familiar, by personal examination and super- 
vision, with its minutest affairs and opera- 
tions, and to know how the contributions to 
its treasury were expended, as well as how 
its professions were sustained by its deeds. 
His attention appears to have been first 


professed to perform—the translating anew. 
of the Holy Bible. On this subject Dr. 
Maclay says: 

“On being elected President of the Union, 
in October, 1855, I found myself in posses- 
sion of more direct and unqualified respon- 
sibility; and under these circumstances I 
felt the importance of becoming more par- 
ticularly acquainted with the operations of 
the body. I then, for the first time. as-e~- 
tained who the revisers werc; and tound, to 
my astonishment, that instead of there hav- 
ing been about forty individuals actually 
engaged in translating the New Testament, 
ax I had understood from the Secretary, 
and had often stated, there had not been 
more than twenty-three or twenty-four. In- 
stead of all these being competent scholars, 
as I had supposed, and as the plan of the 
Union required, and as is often in the offi- 
cial documents of the Union, some of them 
unquestionably lacked the essential qualifi- 
cations of a translator.” 

It has always been an objection to the 
American Bible Union that, while profess- 
ing to venerate the Holy Scriptures, and to 
be conscious of the momentous importance 
of not only preserving fxjelity of transla- 
tion, but of securing public confidence in 
the proposed new version, they have care- 
fully concealed the names of the transla- 
tors employed by them. The objection was 
a valid one. If the translators were so 
qualified for their work as to be worthy of 
confidence ; if they had the requisite repu- 
tation as men of learning, piety, and sound 
doctrine, there was every reason for making 
their names public. If otherwise, then 
they were not the men for the work. That 
the latter was the case, Dr. Maclay’s dis- 
closures too plainly prove. But other grave 
errors appear to be habitually practised in’ 
the conduct of the association. The mode 
of paying at least one of the translators is 
remarkable. Dr. Maclay states that Pro- 
fessor Conant of Rochester, has a contract 
with the Society ‘‘which secures to him, in 
addition to a salary of $1200 from the 
Theological Seminary, $2000 a year for the 
portion of time not required in his profes- 
sional duties, till he shall have completed the 


a percentage on the future sales of his 
translation, when published with notes.”’ 
It is added that Professor Conant has al- 
ready received three years’ salary, or $6000, 
and has not yet completed one of the books 
of the Old Testament; that his contract is 
binding until he has finished the whole, 
while it requires of him only that he shall 
give his leisure time to the work! 

Nor is this all. The work of revision is 
represented to be performed in a manner 
that constitutes a gross breach of faith with 
its supporters, on the part of the American 
Bible Union. Dr. Maclay says that when 
he came to look at the work already stereo- 
typed, he found much in it well calculated 
to shake the confidence of men in the truth 
of God’s word. He makes the following 
quotations from this already stereotyped 
translation of St. John’s gospel: 

‘‘In the beginning was the word, and the 
word was with God, and God was the word.” 
—Jobn i. 1. 

‘‘ He it is that immerses in a holy spirit.”’ 
—John i. 33. 

‘‘Tf any one be not born of water and 
spirit.” —John iii. 5. 

‘‘The son can do nothing of himself, if 
he see not the Father doing anything.”’— 
John v. 16. 

“But this he said of the spirit which 
those believing on him were about to re- 
ceive; for there was not yet a holy spirit.” 
—John vii. 39. 

“And I give to them eternal life, and 
they shall not perish, for ever.’’—Jobn x. 
28. 


‘bled himselt.”,—Jobn xi. 33. 


‘© Who were begotten—not of blood, nor 


let was chosen President of the Bible Union, |. 


directed to the work which the association :. 


Old Testament, with a copyright interest, and | 


by the best scholars of tHe age, and pub- 
lished by Bagster & Sons, London, octavo 
edition, 1851. 

* «Previous to this the Board has estab- 
lished certain General Rules for the Direc- 
‘tion of Translators and Revisers,’ of which 
the third reads thus: 

‘“‘<Translations or revisions of the New 
‘Testament shall be made from the received 
Greek text, critically edited, with known 
errors corrected.’ 

‘Also certain ‘Special Instructions to 
the Revisers of the English New Testament,’ 
.of which the first reads as follows: 

“¢ “The common English version must be 
the basis of revision; the Greek text, Bag- 
ster & Sons’ octavo edition of 1851.’ 

“These are all the rules of the Union re- 
specting the Greck text; neither of them 
has ever been abrogated or altered; and as 
they stand they admit of no departure from 
the ‘received text’ as critically edited, (vot 
by revisers of the Bible Union, but by dis- 
tinguished scholars in times past,) and sub- 
sequently published by Bagster & Sons in 
1d51. Yet it appeared, on examination, 
that some revisers had undertaken what 
seemed to me more presumptuous than the 
selection of some other text, such as Gries- 
bach’s, Sholz’s, or Tischendorf’s, and more 
unsafe than the preparation of a new, inde- 
pendent recension by competent bands from 
original sources, viz., a revision of the ‘re- 
ceived Greek text,’ by weighing all the 
different manuscripts, to ascertain the rela- 
tive value of their various readings, as given 
by second hand authorities, verifying or 
oe these readings by ancient ver- 
sions and patristic writings, collating and 
comparing the opinions of different editors; 
then selecting or rejecting any particular 
reading, according as it was found to be, in 
the reviser’s judgment, genuine or spurious ; 
his English version being conformed to this 
eclectic edition of the Greek text. ' In one 
book which came under my observation, 
after it had been stereotyped, a cursory 
examination showed that the reviser had 
deviated from the ‘received Greek text’ in 
two places, by adding something to it; in 
twelve places, by substituting something for 
it; in twenty-two places, by rejecting some- 
thing of it. And one of the portions re- 
jected as spurious, embraced twelve consecu- 
tive verses! In another place the following 
passage is cast out of the Bible: 

““¢ For an angel went down at a certain 
season into the pool, and troubled the 


ling of the water stepped in, was made 
whole of whatsoever disease he had.’ 

‘Where the common version reads, ‘That 
whoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life,’ the received Greek 


the revised English version, the same pas- 
sage reads thus: ‘That every one that be- 
lieves on him may have eternal life.’ And 
the rejection of ‘Jesus,’ ‘John,’ ‘Christ,’ 
and ‘Amen,’ are specimens of the smaller 
changes, which have resulted from this revi- 
sion of the Greek text.” 

But. the record of wrong-doing in this 
department is not complete. One rule laid 
down in the published plan of the Bible 
Union required an examination of the re- 
viser’s work by all his fellow-revisers. In 
practice, this rule is disregarded. One book 
the Doctor discovered had been stereotyped 
in six different forms, just as it came from 
the hands of the reviser, without any exami- 
nation by other scholars. It was provided 
also in the published plan that «‘ whenever 
an alteration from the common version is 
made on any authority additional to that of 
the reviser, such authority must be cited in 
the manuscript, either on the same page or 
in an appendix.” But Dr. Maclay says 
that instead of a simple collection of 
authorities, he found extensive notes of a 
doctrinal and practical nature, which were 
alike foreign to the work of translation, and 
inconsistent with the unsectarian character 
of the Union; and the preparation of which, 
beyond what was required by the rule, must 
have occupied more time than the transla- 
tion itself. 

There are also other serious charges 
agagust the association and its officers, 
which we give in Dr. Maclay’s own lan- 
guage: 

‘The Secretary urged me to leave New 
York and travel abroad as agent. I in- 
formed him that, with the views which I 
then entertained, I could not conscientiously 
act in the capacity of agent; that, among 
other things, I had assured the people that 
we have competeut scholars to translate the 
Scriptures, and that the funds of the Union 
were judiciously and economically expended, 
but { could do so no longer; that I had 
aimed‘to live an honest man, and I meant 
to die an honest man; and that if I were to 
go out and publish my honest impressions 
regarding the operations of the Bible Union, 
I should only damage its reputation, which, 
under existing circumstances, I was not pre- 
pared to do. 

‘‘One would have supposed that such a 
statement would have precluded any further 
request from the Secretary for me to g° 
abroad as an agent of the Union. His su 
sequent repeated reiteration of this request, 
beside the imputation of a disbelief in my 
own statement which it conveyed, exhibited 
such a solicitude for the services, and such 
an indifference for the conscientious views 
of an agent, as equally surprised and pained 
me. Iwas the more resolved to examine 
thoroughly the whole policy and conduct of 
the Institution; to inquire more fully into 
the character and qualification of our revi- 
sers, the practical working of our plan for 
the production of a revised English version, 
the condition and effect of our periodical 
publications, and the appropriate economy 
of ourexpenditures. I accordingly resigned 
my agency and went on with the examina- 
tion. * 


so much to collect, and which I know have 
been most sacredly devoted, by the rich and 


water; whosoever then first after the troub- | 


text has been so critically edited that, in 


These are painful disclosures made on 
high authority. We will wait with no 
little interest the result of the investiga- 
tion, which we learn it is proposed to make - 
into these allegations. 


HID WITH CHRIST. 


BY THEODORE TILTON. 


For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with him in glory.—Cot. 
iii. 3, 4. | 

Our life! ’tis not in living here, 
’Mid griefs that chill, or joys that cheer; 
’Tis not a tale of smile or tear— 

Our life is hid with Christ! 


Like nestling babe upon the breast 

Of mother lulling it to rest, 

Like bird that sleeps within its nest, 
Our life is hid with Christ! 


In God’s deep bosom, where he bears, 

For them who cast on him their cares, 

Each weary load that weighs and wears— 
: Our life is hid with Christ! 


Earth sings her joys, and sighs her woes; 
Men smile at these, and weep at those— 
But high o’er all, in sweet repose, 

Our life is hid with Christ! 


Iiere is our peaceful joy complete; 

Here will we rest, where rest is sweet; 

No Lamb in Shepherd’s Fold shall bleat; 
Our life is hid with Christ! 


No sunlight can our way illume; 

No earth-born shadow cast a gloom; 

We live not earthward of the tomb— 
Our life is hid with Christ! 


Let buds have bloom or wintry blight; 
Come smiling day or frowning night; 
Alike the darkness and the light— 

| Our life is hid with Christ! 


The sun shall set to rise more fair! 
Night here is dawn of glory there! 
Life dies, to live again—its heir! 

| Our life is hid with Christ! 


Till death’s fair shadows o’er us steal, 

Till loud the waking trump shall peal, 

Till Heaven its glory shall reveal— 
Our life is hid with Christ! 


Soon shall the blessed day draw near, 

And Christ, who is our life, appear! 

Rejvice, then, while we tarry here:— 
Our life is hid with Christ! 


From the Presbyterian Herald. 


A COVENANT-KEEPING GOD. 


Among the people of my ministrations, 
one of the elders is in his ninetieth year; 
many, many years having passed since he 
took up the cross to follow Christ. I called 
to visit him oue bright afternoon at his manse, 
which is built much after the primitive, 
capacious style of former houses in New 
England; well painted, and well shielded 
by a venerable elm; and large store-houses 
and barns. It was my first call and first 
acquaintance, and I found the venerable 
servant of God, with bowed frame and 
hoary locks, cultivating his garden, planting 
for another barvest, that he might come 
again, bringing his sheaves with him. He 
saw me enter his door, and came presently 
to meet me; not, however, till his wife, ir 
her eighty-ninth year, had kindly invited 
me in. 

Seated in their private room, with one 
each side of me, we quickly were talking 
of the kingdom; for what else could such a 
group think of? There was no artful intro- 
duction of religious topics; the cross seemed 
to stand before us on the very hearth-stone, 
and all we could do was to talk of it and 
glory in it. ‘God has blessed you,” said I 
to them; for, as to the patriarchs of old, 
he has shown you great favour. Having 
received at the hands of God the full cup of 
all earthly blessings, and permitted to ex- 
haust it in the love of Christ, your joy 
must be exceeding great as you contemplate 
the heavenly paradise which God seems 
almost intending you should enter together.” 

said they, have had all that 
earth can give; we have lived, and our 
children, and ourchildren’schildren. (our 
generations were protected under their roof 
by the hand of a covenant-keeping God.) 
We are ourselves now again children.” 
‘‘Yes,” responded the elder, ‘once a man, 
but twice a child.’ ” 

Children of the kingdom! Blessed child- 
hood! To be as children, how Christ-like! 
Heaven’s gate opens for your tender feet. 

I asked them “‘if the future was bright ?” 

‘Tt seems dark and gloomy sometimes. 
I have been so unprofitable,” said Mrs. ; 

‘¢ But you don’t distrust Christ now, do 
you? for if in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” 

“‘Q, no!” she replied; “I know my dear 
Saviour, and Christ 1s my all. We know 
he is willing to save; he says he is; but I 
have been so unprofitable.” 

‘«¢ Jesus came to invite and save sinners,” 
said I in reply; ‘‘and when we say we are 
unprofitable servants, feeling ourselves such, 
we do but keep, through the grace of God, 
his commandment.” 

The elder talked about Zion—sighing at 
recounting how her ways mourned. “TI 
cannot expect to witness much more of 
God’s goings in the sanctuary in my day,” 
said he. 

We talked on a while; and telling them, 
after a little pause, ‘“‘I must call on another 
brother immediately,” asked leave to unite 
with them in prayer. 

must excuse said they, “ for 
we cannot kneel.” They drew their chairs 
nearer to me, and bowed humbly, as I en- 
deavoured, in fervent prayer, to lead them 
again, in that long familiar and delightsome 
path, to the throne of the heavenly grace; 
to ask for them the abundance of the riches 


In a few ficeting years this venerable 


couple will have entered into their rest, 


Number of Schools in San Francisco, 
Number of Delegates from country, 

It was recommended to the teachers that 
they take great care in the selection of books 
for use in the school and for the libraries. 
It was also recommended to the teachers to 
consider the importance of instructing the 
children in singing. Among the resolutions 
adopted was the following: 

Resolved, That a thorough knowledge of 
the character and disposition of each pupil, 
and a direct personal application of Bible 
truth to the heart, together with earnest, 


devout, faithful prayer, and a firm reliance 
) upon the grace of God, by Sabbath-school 


teachers, are absolutely necessary to insure 
success in the great work in which they are 
engaged. 


PROFESSING RELIGION. 


Objection.—I know-it is my duty, but I 
have many fears that my hope is not well 
founded; and what shall I do? 

Answer.—lIt is your duty so to live, that 
yop. will not doubt. Your difficulty is a 
common one. We know how to feel for 
you, but we will be plain. Your difficulty 
is occasioned by your sin. 

Objection.—I am afraid that I shall do 
wrong—that I shall eat and drink unwor- 
thily. 

Answer.—It may be so. But is it not 
strange that any one should have conscien- 
tious scruples agaiust obeying a plain com- 
mand of Christ? Are you afraid to obey 
the Saviour? If you are really conscien- 
tious, you might as well say, I am afraid I 
shall do wrong, if I neglect to confess Christ 
before men. This you ought to say and to 
feel. You cannot neglect a known duty 
and be innocent. Is it not astonishing to 
see persons who are seriously disposed, mak- 
ing a righteousness of their disobedience to 
the command of God? They hope that they 
are Christians, and yet refuse to obey a 
plain command, lest they should sin. 

Objection.—My relatives oppose my mak- 
ing a profession, and threaten to turn me 
out of doors; and what shall I do? 

Answer.—You have a good opportunity 
to try your heart, and to ascertain whether 
yam are willing to give up all for Christ.— 
Nettleton. 


From the Newburyport Herald. 


Laying the Corner-Stone of the First 
Presbyterian Church. 


It is one hundred years this month since 
the Federal Street, or South Church, was 
raised. On the 5th of July, 1756, as an 
old chronicler recorded it, ‘‘we began to 
raise our meeting-house, and finished it the 
seventh, and not one oath was heard, and 
nobody hurt.” After a full century has 
passed, and when first the outside has come 
to repairs, and when the entire foundations 
were to be renewed, the society determined 
to lay a corner-stone, which was done on 
Wednesday, 16th of July, with the exer- 
cises that are reported below. As this has 
been a mother church, with a very large 
society, one whose history tells of distin- 
guished pastors, and members of the church 
and society eminent for learning, station, 
patriotism, wealth, and enlarged benevo- 
lence, the proceedings will be read with 
interest. 

The day for the services was clear and 
pleasant, and some six hundred people or 
more were present to witness the ceremonies, 
which were as follows: 

The singing of the 118th Psalm. 

Prayer by the Rev. A. G. Vermilye, the 
pastor. 

Historical Sketch of the old church by Mo- 
ses Pettingell, Esq., an elder of the church. 

Then followed addresses from Rev. Mr. 
Vermilye, and Rev. Drs. Dana and Withing- 
ton. 

Rev. Mr. VERMILYE commenced by say- 
ing that the occasion was one of interest. 
We had met here for the purpose of laying 
the corner-stone, according tocustom. Sin- 
gular as it appeared, the church in which 
we are assembled never bad a corner-stone, 
as it has proved upon examination. It was 
built upon the ground, but yet has withstood 
the winds and weather of many years with 
great firmness. It is a staunch building, 
and was well built. The members of the 
society took the materials from their own 
farms, and selected the best of live oak 
for the frame. He then called the attention 


of his hearers to the necessity of having a 


sure foundation, spiritually as well as tem- 
porally, and very earnestly pointed to the 
Saviour as the true corner-stone of our 
faith. The people of this society had ever 
had regard for the old structure, and left it 
as long as was practicable. Now it had 
become necessary to repair, and in so doing 
it was the hope, trusting in God, that it 
might be preserved another hundred years. 
He wished to preserve his church as a true 
century plant, not to bloom once in a hun- 
dred years, with a phantom flower, but a 
plant of which Christ is the root, the grace 
of God the sap, and the flowers, souls beau- 
tified and made pure and fragrant to attain 
perfeciion in the paradise above. He did 
not intend to make any extended remarks. 
He wished to introduce his venerable friend, 
Rev. Dr. Dana, who comes down to us from 
former generations, and who shows us of 
what material our fathers were made—a 
man who has always had a place in the 
affections of the people—and also Dr. With- 
ington, to whom we owe much for his efforts 
in settling the enmity between the churches, 
and whose benevolence and Christian graces 
induced him to make a contract upon the 
condition that the dissensions should be 
healed. He has a place in the hearts of 
this people. } 
Dr. DANA was then introduced. He said 
the occasion was one of great interest to 
him. It called up associations of peculiar 


tion with this 


ag and the condition of 
the society. 


e had always found this 


sence and truth of those doctrines in their 
purposes. His best wishes were extended 
to the church. He might never appear 
again before them, but it was bis earnest 
hope that the pure doctrines should be 
maintained in the future as in the past, and | 
the church adhere with determined vigilance 
and vigour to their holy fuith. 

Dr. WITHINGTON followed, and said that 
he supposed the day brought more recollee- 
tions to his mind than to any other. No 
spire could go back with so much feeling. 

orty-one years ago he came into this place, 
The third sermon he ever preached was from 
that pulpit. He looked around in vain to 
find ney peararioe of that time. He could 
nét txid-the etipit—he could not find the 
in whiek.he sit—every thi 
adc He bad said that he 
his third sermon hares d he had never for- 
gotten the criticism he heard upon that ser- 
mon. It was said that listeners never heard 
any good of themselves, and it might be 
true. As be was walking home upon that 
occasion, from the church, he heard two 
ladies talking about the sermon: one said 
to the other, ‘‘ How did you like the preach- 
ing?” ‘Don’t call it preaching,” said the 
other, “it was merely talking in the pul- 
pit.” Perhaps in his aim to be understood, 
he had laid aside the accustomed formality, 
and made himself too earnest. His friends 
had alluded to the fact of his making peace 
between the societies. Coming as he did 
from Dorchester, as one of Dr. Codman’s 
hearers, and upon the recommendation of 
Dr. Dana, it was extremely painful that 
your pastor was not upon my council, and 
I determined not to settle unless he was 
placed there. Upon examination, after 
agreeing to make peace, we found that no 
occasion existed for disunion, and there was 
no peace to make. He then referred to the 
progress of religious sects, and showed that 
coldness would eventually follow success— 
that holy zeal was enkindled by persecu- 
tion. The Quakers afforded a rich example. 
He spoke feelingly of the pleasant inter- 
course he had maintained with the succes- 
sive pastors of this church. It was some- 
thing more than unity of feeling they had 
enjoyed, it was pure and pleasant friend- 
ship. There was no danger of disunion 
now. Our churches can find nothing to 
contend about. Our relations are like those 
of England and America—we may talk as 
much as we please about discord, but when 
we come right to the issue, we cannot find 
anything worth talking about. Our societies 
may become enemies, but the only conse- 
quence is, that one will turn to the left 
while the other takes the right. The pas- 
tors may have differences, but it will affect 
little. The greatest fear we should have is 
of the insidious influence of prosperity. 
We wanted the zeal which inspired our 
fathers and made the wilderness to blossom 
as the rose, to contend with. He did not 
think that preachers ever thought they bad 
departed from the true faith. He would 
change no article of their creed. Their 
hearts grew cold—they could not sympa- 
thize with Whitefield and his earnest pray- 
ers. It was the spirit that the creed 
inspired, not the creed itself, that we should 
look to. He closed with the hope for the 
future welfare of the church. 

At the conclusion of the addresses, prayer 
was offered by the Rev. Dr. Dana, when the 
following original hymn, by Mr. George W. 
Campbell, member of the church, was sung, 
finishing the services within the house. 

When countless orbs in space were hung, 

And morning stars in chorus sung, 

The great Jehovah, God alone, 

Laid the firm earth’s foundation-stone. 


The boundless heavens cannot afford 
Thee a fit mansion, Mighty God: | 

Yet dost Thou deign on earth to dwell, 
Where Christians meet, Thy grace to tell. 


Thy spirits moved our sires to raise 

These earthly courts for prayer and praise: 
And Thou hast met Thy peuple here, 
Accepting praise and answering prayer. 


Still may this church Thy presence know; 
In numbers, zeal, and knowledge grow; 
Building its faith on Him alone, 

The chief, the chosen Corner-stone. 


Then, when these walls to dust decay, 
And we, like shadows, pass away, 

In heavenly mansions may we sing, 
Jesus, our Saviour, and our King, 


The people then retired to the outside, 
where a copper box was deposited in the 
stone that had been prepared for it, under 
the north corner of the house. The follow- 
ing articles are the contents of the box: 

Rev. Mr. Williams’ Historical Sermon; 
Rev. Dr. Stearns’ Historical Sermon; Con- 
fession of Faith and Covenant of the Church; 
Historical Sketch of the Old Church; Like- 
nesses of the different Pastors; Dr. Dana’s 
Half Century Sermon, and his Farewell 
Sermon preached November 19th, 1820; 
Municipal Register, giving the present City 
Government; the New England Primer; 
and the Newburyport Directory for 1856. 
Of newspapers were these: —The Newbury- 
port Herald, Daily and Semi-Weekly; Her- 
ald of Gospel Liberty ; a copy of the Watch- 
tower, giving an account of the Centennial 
Celebration of the Church in January, 1846; 
the Puritan Recorder, Post, Traveller, and 
Advertiser, of Boston; the i7 
Observer, Evangelist, and Christian Intelli- 
gencer. There were also a printed Order 
of Exercises for this occasion; @ memoir of 
of Mrs. Jane Greenleaf, an eminently de- 
voted Christian and member of this church ; 
and various coins of the United States. 

Engraved within the cover of this box 
was—‘ The present Pastor is Rev. A. G. 
Vermilye. The Parish and Building Com- 
mittee are Benjamin Harrod, John N. Cush- 
ing, William Pritchard, I. H. Boardman, 
and William Graves. Sexton, and Trea- 
surer and Collector, James M. Currier.” 

John Cook, Esq., member of the cb 
Generalissimo of the Masonic Order 
Knights Templars, of this city, laid the 


ir spiritual welfare have, never- | If we can secure abeut $300 abroad, there . | “J therefore, when he saw her weep- for t social oe ee 
| oo deemed yr their hearts the seeds | are those among us who stand prepared to | Synod; now we have one, and in a short ing, pair gr J ews, who came with on “ Being fully satisfied, from personal ex- | of Christ, in whom dwells all the fulness of | pleasantness. It carried bim back thirty- mies tried it with the square, me Seue 
’ cancel what will remain, and thus set us | time expect to have another. A few years weeping, he groaned in the spirit, and trou- amination, that the funds which I have done | the Godhead bodily. six years. He then referred to his connec- | it Me ae eter then pro ‘oli sia ts 


enediction, and the exercises closed. 


—— 
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— OxpINaTION SER VICE.—To-morrow (Sab- 
bath) evening, the 27th inst. Mr. Robert 
McMallin, jun., a licentiate of the Presby- 


ed in the}: 


“Fifth, Philadelphia. © Services will 

isomthenceat half-past seven o'clock. Mr. 

‘MoMallia ‘expects ‘to’ go as a missionary to 

Northern India; unde? the care of the Pres- 

COMMENCEMENT OF LAFAYETTE CoL- 

£2G"i—The exercises of the Commencement 

“will take’place in Easton, Pennsylvania, in 

‘the following order: 

©", A Baccalaureate Sermon hy the Presi- 

Gent, Rev. D.V. McLean, D.D., Sabbath after- 

‘noon, July 27. 

ie2, Sermon the same evening before the 

Brainerd erg by the Rev. Henry Steele 

Clark, D.D., of Philadelphia. : 

8. Junior Exhibition, Monday evening, July 


“4. Alumni Oration, Tuesday afternoon, July 
29, by Dr. Newkirk, of West New Jersey. 
$. Annual Oration befure the Literary So- 
gieties, same evening, by the Hon. James Pul- 
lock, Governor of Pennsylvania. 

. 6. om Commencement Exercises, on 
‘Wednesday, July 30th. 
- Arrangements are making with the rail- 
roads. for excursion tickets for al] our citi- 
sens who may wish to attend these inter- 
esting exercises. — 


_ EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE.—The Evan- 
gelical Alliance will hold its next Annual 
Rae at Glasgow, Scotland, on Wed- 
nesday, August 20th, continuing in session 
until the evening of Friday the 22d.‘ John 
Henderson, Esq., is to preside at the ser- 
vice; the Right Hon. Lord Benholme at 
the public meeting; and the Rev. James 
Sherman, late minister of Surrey Chapel, 
will preside at the opening session of the 
Conference, and deliver the annual address. 
In the course of the conference, two papers 
’ will also be read—one on “‘ The Connection 
between an Earnest Prosecution of Foreign 
Missions, and the Spiritual Prosperity of 
Churches at Home;” the other on “ Com- 
mon Objects of British-andContinental Co- 
operation.” The first of these papers will 
be prepared by Rev. William Arthur, D.D. 


AcKNOWLEDGMENT.—We have received 
ten dollars from J., for the clergyman’s 
family mentioned by us a few weeks since. 


— 


IGNORANCE AND Devorion.—If it be 
not a dogma of the Papists, it is at least the 
general rule of action among their priests, 
that “ignorance is the mother of devotion.” 
That is, the more the people refrain from 
investigating the subject of religion, and 
the more implicitly they resign their souls 
to the tutelage of the priests, the better 
Roman Catholics they become. It is un- 


questionably true, that the staunchest advo- 


cates for Popery among the laity are those 
most ignorant of the Bible; and, in fact, 
all the followers of heresy, whatever may 
be its particular type, are confirmed in their 
errors in proportion to their ignorance of 
the revealed will of God. They become in- 
tolerant of truth, fight against its advocates, 
show their zeal in reviling and calumniating 
it, and this is the kind of devotion of which 
their ignorance is the parent. There are 
men of this class everywhere. They refuse 
to read for information; refuse to listen to 
instruction; they hug the sluggishness 
which keeps them in ignorance of the first 
principles of the oracles of God. They are 
obstinate in their unbelief; but their igno- 
rance, so far from contributing to their de- 
votion, leads them into a more hopeless 
alienation from God and salvation. 


ILL-NATURED REMARKS. 


T was the confession of a Christian man, 
«Often have I felt disturbed and re- 
buked by the recollection of remarks which 
have fallen from my lips of an uncharitable 
and ill-natured tenor. Those to whom they 
were uttered may never have recalled them, 
and those of whom they may have been 
spoken may never have heard them; but 
my own memory has treasured them up, 
and they are now often reverted to with 
pain and humiliation. I may have thought, 
gt the time, that they were justified by cir- 
cumstances, and were no more than frank 
expressions of my convictions; and yet I 
cannot conceal from myself that they had 
in them a spice of malignity, of which I 
should have been ashamed.””’ How many 
might, with propriety, make a similar confes- 
sion! The staple of conversation with many 
is this very freedom of remark on the con- 
duct of others. Severe criticism on their 
acts, suspicion of their motives, doubts of 
their sincerity, exaggeration of their fail- 
ings, unfair construction of their words, and, 
in general, misrepresentation, more or less 


gross, of their conduct, are things which | 


we daily observe in common conversation. 
None, we presume, are blameless in this 
matter; but the general prevalence of the 
evil diminishes not its criminality. The 
best men have need of caution, and are 
safest when they put a bridle on their 
tongue. All men are our brethren; they 
claim with us a common origin; they are 
pursuing the same sorrowful journey of 
life; their eyes as well as our own must 
soon close in the sleep of death; we must 
rest side by side with them in the grave, 
and appear with them at the judgment. If 


there were then no divine prohibition of 


evil speaking, our human sympathies should 


suggest tenderness of the reputation of 


others. Kindness, love, and forbearance 
better become us; and we should remember 
how assailable we ourselves are, and how sad 
it would be for us, if as we mete to others, 
it should be measured to us again. 


— 


DISTRIBUTION OF PARTIES. 


T would be a happy thing if all men 
could think alike in reference to great 
public measures, provided their thoughts 
were right; for what happier state of har- 


mony could be imagined than that which 
would arise from unanimity in thinking 
and acting on the very best principles? 


But as such unity is not to be expected, it 
is at least consoling, that in all public trans- 


actions it is just as impossible to obtain 
unanimity in wrong thinking and acting as 
it is in right. Between the two points there 
are many intermediate stations usually well 
magnned, which, if they do somewhat ham- 
per the right extreme, as effectually operate 
as a check on the wrong one. They may 
‘not be able fully to cast in their influence 
with the positive right, but are equal'y 
-indisposed to give their influence to the 
positive wrong. It is the intermediate 
party or parties which, in politics, often 
atand between the State and ruin. Al.- 
though not thoroughly right themselves, 
they stand aloof from the extreme wrong, 


and prevent the mischief which might 


- 


‘ 
* 
| 
othefWise ensue. If politi 
deney. 


approximation of parti is effected. 
-often-works well;-and:in the present: politi- 


ry } tical. orisis we have hope that extreme 


measures on either side may be avoided by 
the refusal of the middle parties to lend 
their aid to either. | 

To church affairs, while we repudiate all 
middle ground in matters of doctrine, since 
between the true and false there can be and 
should be no middle ground of compromise, 
there is in matters of government an ad- 
vantage often in having middle men, who, 
if they will not go precisely right, at least 
prevent the progress of those who would go 
directly wrong. We have more than once 
seen pernicious measures defeated by the 
disagreements among those who have devi- 
ated from the strict right. They may have 
agreed to oppose’ a good measure, and, by 
their numbers, they may have had it in their 
power to defeat it; but a timely quarrel 
among themselves as to the method of at- 
taining their end, has resulted in permitting 
the good measure to remain untouched. 
May it ever be so. The counsels of Ahito- 
phels in evil may be confounded by their 
own party, and right counsels may thus 
prevail. 


D’AUBIGNE. 


WARDS the conclusion of his fascinat- 
ing speech at the annual meeting of the 
Foreign Aid Society, London, Dr. Merle 
D’ Aubigné told the following personal anec- 
dote :—*‘ Before I conclude,”’ said the venera- 
ble Genevese divine, «let me address to dear 


' England, where I am now as a traveller, 


that word of our Lord, ‘Behold I come 
quickly; hold that fast which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown.’ There are 
three crowns which you have to hold fast— 
the first is the Divine inspiration and full 
authority of all Scripture; the second is 


from all sins; the third is the sanctification 
and the blessings of the Lord’s day. Do 
you know what was my first walk on the 
day of my arrival in London? I went to 
Kensington Gardens. Why? Whenever 
you go to Belgium, do you not immediately 
repair to Waterloo? Well, dear English 
friends, will you allow me tosay . . . I 
look to Kensington Gardens as your second 
Waterloo. What you now have to struggle 
and to fight against is not French armies, 
but French religion and French manners. 
I asked in the gardens for the place where 
the bands played om the Sunday, and was 
kindly directed to the spot. There were 
only a number of chairs around a large 
tree. I was alone; I took one of these 
chairs, and sat down—I would not say#ri- 
umphantly—no, but with a heart full of 
joy and thankfulness toGod. Yes, I blessed 
God, and could hardly refrain from tears. 
If there is any triumph, it is not yours, 
but God’s; bless him for it, and it may be 
preserved to you. The enemies of Sabbath 
sanctification said, ‘We will have no pray- 
ers.’ Thus spoke the enemies of the Sab- 
bath in the meeting where that man of 
God, who is honoured all over Europe (the 
Earl of Shaftesbury), left the chair. We 
—we will have prayers, and by prayers we 
shall overcome. On the Continent, we 
have nearly lost the Sabbath and its pre- 
cious benefits. O, if we could gain them 
—find them again! You have not lost it; 
do not weaken your Sunday’s rest. Keep 
it holy! Keep it holy! Hold fast the 
authority of Scripture, the blood of atone- 
ment, the day of the Lord, and be not de- 
ceived by a new-theology, which under- 
values the Scriptures, explains away the 
sacrifice of the Lamb of God, and sets 


aside the Lord’s day.” f 


— 


SPRINGS LETTERS. 


[CORRESPONDENCE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN.) 


Wuite SutrHer Sprines, Va., July 15, 1856. 
Messrs. Editors.—I believe I parted with 
your readers a week or more ago, at the 
Warm Springs bath. In common with all 
other earthly pleasures, even this delicious 
bath, as I afterwards found, has its alloy. 
One must be careful lest he yields to the 
almost irresistible temptation to prolong his 
stay in it, as in that case, he will be apt to 
pay the penalty in a subsequent prostration. 
To this, I presume, may be attributed the 
terrible enervation and weariness which we 
suffered during our next day’s stage-ride to 

this place. 

A MOUNTAIN FUNERAL. 


During the day we tarried at the Warm 
Springs, one of the prominent men of that 
neighbourhood was borne to his last rest- 
ing place beneath the clods of the valley. 
He was a physician, highly esteemed, and 
doubtless had a strong hold upon the affec- 
tions of these dwellers among the moun- 
tains, in whose families, for years, he had 
practised the healing art. The last cere- 
monies connected with ail that was mortal 
of him, called together a numerous congre- 
gation from the surrounding country. The 
Presbyterian church, to which the deceased 
had been attached, not having been com- 
pleted, the Episcopal church was thrown 
open for Presbyterian use, there being in 
these unsophisticated regions no hostile 
‘‘canons’ to guard the pulpit doors from 
the entrance against ministers from other 
branches of the Redeemer’s kingdom. From 
the church, the solemn procession of mourn- 
ers moved on through the beautiful valley 
that spread out between the adjacent hills, 
and laid their treasured dust in its narrow 
home, in the little graveyard on the neigh- 
bouring knoll. How impressive and affect- 
ing this mountain funeral! All felt that 
they were sufferers in the loss which had 
bereaved one of their families. How touch- 
ing these simple rites, in this secluded re- 
treat, in contrast with the heartlessness and 
empty show which so often characterize the 
burial of the dead from our city homes! In 
this little unpretending cemetery, I ob- 
served a few stones in memory of those 
whose dust was sleeping here. Some of 
them told in a few words a suggestive his- 
tory. The invalid had come from his dis- 
tant home to these mountains, expecting to 


it from the waters; instead of this, he had 
found a grave. He died perhaps among 
strangers, and his mourning family were 
plunged in profounder grief because they 
were not permitted the sad privilege of 
ministering to him in his departing hour. 
Happy if they shall meet again in the land 
where death and sorrow shall be known no 
more. 
A VIRGINIA INSTITUTION. 

One of the characteristic institutions” 
of Virginia is “Court-day.” This term of 
itself, however, by no means conveys to the 
uninitiated all that a Virginian understands 
by it. It is not simply the stated day when 
the courts of law dispose of the litigation 
and criminal cases of the county. From 
time immemorial it has answered the pur- 
pose of a general exchange day for all sorts 
of business p There being com- 
paratively few villages, and persons who 
have occasion to see each other, living at 


considerable distances apart, Court-day is 


the blood of atonement which cleanseth 


inhale health from the breezes, and imbibe. 


the occasion settled by common codsent for | 


® general assembling. Here bargains are 
made; debts are collected; family and 
neighbourhood gossip is exchanged; and 
politics and the state of the crops are dis- 


cussed. The Warm Springs being the | 


county-seat of Bath county, and the day of 
our sojourn there being the regular monthly 
court-day, we had an opportunity to see a 
gathering of the mountain people, greater 
than even the funeral would have called 
out. Their tanned visages and plain garb 
might not have recommended them to such 
of the pretensious denizens of the great 
cities as regard respectability as dependent 
on the cut of one’s coat, the texture of the 
cloth he wears, and the observance of cer- 


tain conventional rules; but under those 


home-spun coats beat honest hearts, and 
under those unseemly hats were under- 
standings not to be despised. 

The principal business before the court, 


| when I happened to be present, was the 


installation of some twelve or fifteen newly 
elected magistrates, to serve for a term of 
four years. The clerk administered to them 
first, an oath that they would faithfally dis- 
charge their official duties, and then a sepa- 
rate oath, wherein they were required to 
swear that they had never fought a duel, 
nor have been a second in one, nor borne a 
challenge, nor taken any other part; and 
that they never would do so whilst they 
continued in office. This argues well for 
the statute books of the Old Dominion, 
though, in this particular instance, it was 
probably a work of supererogation, as in this 
region the people seem to be too good 
neighbours to do much fighting of any sort; 
and what is done, is probably done in a 
more primitive and léss dangerous fashion. 


A WEARISOME STAGE-RIDE. 

By half-past three o’clock in the morn- 
ing we were awakened to take the stage for 
the White Sulphur. Half-asleep and half- 
awake, we made ready, and hastened down 
to take our seats in the coach. It seemed 
to be our lot this trip to have the company 
of our African friends. A new detach- 
ment had come on by the stages the pre- 
vious night, and here were four coach 
loads of them ready to bear us company to- 
day. They were respectful and respectable, 
however, and barring their perplexities over 
their baggage, and an occasional strife 
about seats, they proved very good travel- 
ing companions. Lord Chesterfield him- 
self might have learned some lessons of 
politeness from some of them. 

Our stage was packed with passengers 
inside and out, and loaded down with bag- 
gage, and slowly did we toil along through 
the heat of that wearisome day. The gen- 
tlemen found some relief from the confine- 
ment in going afoot up the mountains, 
where we were easily able to keep ahead of 
the stages. It wag a relief to the eye, too, 
as well as to the cramped-up limbs. The 
oaks, chestnuts, poplars, and various spe- 
cies of pines flourish on these. mountain 
sides; the magnificent rhododendron (moun- 
tain laurel) was still spreading out its beau- 
tiful floral clusters through the woods; and 
from the wild flowers by the wayside we 
were able to make up quite a pretty bou- 
quet. It was near five o’clock in the after- 
noon when, terribly fatigued, heated, and 
dusty, we were set down at the far-famed 
White Sulphur. If any thing were re- 
quired to add to the beauties of this sweet 
spot, in the eyes of the arriving visitor, it 
would be to bring him to it by such a day’s 
travel as we endured. The White Sulphur, 
however, does not need to be recommended 
by such a contrast. I am happy to inform 
those who may be anticipating a trip hither, 
that by the next season the railroad will 
have been completed within thirty miles; 
and that even at present the trip may be 
relieved of most of its discomforts by hiring 
an extra stage. 


THE WHITE SULPHUR. 


I wish it were in my power to give your 
readers an idea of this beautiful place. 
Whatever may yet remain for art to do in 
its adornment, nature has done everything 
for it. It lies in a valley between some of 
the smaller mountains, the grounds occu- 
pied by the Springs improvements gradu- 
ally rising from the Spring until it attains 
an eminence sufficient to command a most 
beautiful view through the walks and shade 
trees of the grounds, and also of the adja- 
cent country and the surrounding moun- 
tains. The mode of lodging guests here, 
in common with most of Virginia watering 
places, is ‘not to crowd them together in a 
hotel, but to give to each family a separate 
cottage. At this place some fifteen or 
twenty acres are occupied; long ranges of 
cottages extending almost around every 
side. Most of the cottages are plain, and 
not in themselves specially pleasing to the 
eye; but some are very tasteful, and the effect 
of the whole—running as they do alcng the 
mountain-side, and peeping through the 
trees—especially when seen in connection 
with the gay groups wandering through the 
grounds, or with the lights sparkling through 
the foliage in the evening, is strikingly pic- 
turesque and beautiful. To add to the 
witchery of the scene, we have been fa- 
voured with some of the most splendid of 
moonlit nights. | 

For years past it has been the fashion for 
guests to lavish abuse on the accommoda- 
tions at the* White Sulphur. We have 
found them much better than we had an- 
ticipated, although here, as at most of the 
others of these watering places, there are 
indications that the proprietors are not up 
to the progress of the times with some of 
the modern improvements, which could 
easily be transferred here from the North- 
ern watering places, and with the railroad 
completed, the influx of visitors could not 
but be immense. As this letter may fall 
under the notice of some who may wish a 
resort for restoring feeble health, it may be 
well to add that the action of these waters 
is very unlike those of Saratoga. Instead 
of affecting the system simply as if one had 
taken a small dose of salts every morning, 
they produce at the time but little sensible 
effect, but are all the while pervading the 
whole system, acting on the secretions, and 
performing the work of a thorough alter- 
ative, until the invalid, who at first was 
discouraged because of the apparent ab- 
sence of favourable results, finally finds him- 
self, to his great joy, with a renovated con- 
stitution. | 

But my letter has again grown to too 
great a length. I will only say in conclu- 
sion, that we were permitted to assemble 
together here twice on the last Sabbath for 
the worship of God, and that some of us, at 
least, were enabled to say of a truth, that 
though the place used for the services was 
that devoted during the week to the nightly 
gaieties, yet that it was to them on that day 
‘none other than the house of God.”’ 

MOoNTANUS. 


CONSTANT PRAYER. 


In the absence of the un, the mild and 
peaceful radiance of the moon enlivens our 
path. Let devotion spread a cheering light 
over your darkest hours. ‘The queen of 
night,” says Bowdler, “uaveils its full beau- 
ty when the hours of joy and lustre have pass- 
ed away, pouring, as it were, a holy light 
through the damps and darkness of adversi- 
ty.” Thus will constant prayer cheer the 
darkest season of affliction.— Bickersteth. 


from famine, deaths, emigration, and eop- 


Age of Religious Rivalry, 


 [vRoM OUR DUBLIN CORRESPONDENT. ] 
_. ‘Messrs. Editors—There is no doubt but 
the zeal of Romanists to extend and per- 
petuate the peculiarities of their religion 
rivals that of Protestants to extirpate them, 
and substitute in their room the pure doc- 
trines, precepts, and institutions of genuine 
Christianity. The forces are fairly in the field. 
New dogmas, splendid observances, magnifi- 
cent buildings, multiplied devotions, are ar- 
rayed against the gospel in its simplicity, 
and prayer in its fervour, to bring down’the 

wer of the Spirit of God to give it efficacy. 

And the field, now, is the world—Aus- 
tralia and Hindostan, no less than England 
and Scotland, and America as well as 
Ireland. If Ireland owes to Rome the 
incessant stimulus which, aided by bad 
government and inconsistent Protestant- 
ism, has kept her most enslaved to the 


Pope, Ireland has been, in return, the 


great seed-bed for propagating Romanism 
in the world; and, therefore, the move- 
ments of the two antagonists, the plans 
respectively pursued by them, and the re- 
sults of their encounters, must—to all who 


munity, as to their ability and faithfulness 
in the execution of their duties, than any 
laboured or lengthened eulogy could do. 
Let the Synod and other friends go forward 
with vigour, until the edifice and the en- 
dowment are fully completed, since there is 
the very best ground, not only for their 
confidence in the qualifications of the facul- 
ty, but to look for great and happy results 
to follow their labours and prayers. 
J. B. HADDEN. 
X27 Presbyterian Herald please copy. 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 


Pastoral Union of Connecticut. 


Messrs. Editors—The Pastoral Union of 
Connecticut, one of the most important of 
the religious bodies of New England, has 


just closed its annual sessions at East 


Windsor Hill. This body was formed some 
twenty or twenty-five years ago, with a view 
to the defence of Christian truth against 
the errors of New Haven. 
the Theological Institute or Seminary at 
East Windsor. It was regarded as in har- 
mony with the Old-school Presbyterian 
Church, and its doctrines as substantially 


are interested in the warfare between Christ } those taught at Princeton. On this ground 


and anti-Christ,—a warfare that shall rage 
with increasing intensity as it approaches 
the final catastrophe—have the most pow- 
erful attractions. 


The Roman Catholic Church has suffered 


versions to Protestantism. The two for 


the Union and the Seminary have received 
the hearty sympathy and aid of Presbyte- 
rians. A deep and continued interest has 
been felt by our Church in the labours and 
struggles in which the Pastoral Union has 


Seminary at East Windsor as, under God, 
the hope of New England in the preserva- 


great losses within the last half dozen years, been engaged. We have looked upon the 


have swept the land of millions—the latter 
has transferred to Protestantism many thou- 
sands. Yet, never did Rome’s interest ap- 
pear more flourishing. Her chapels vie 
with palaces for size and elegance; schools 
and colleges multiply; convents and mon- 
asteries rise every where; monks, friars, 
and nuns swarm in the streets, and celebra- 
tions, multiplied and conducted with great 


publicity, are performed with a splendour 


unknown to past generations. 

And Protestant missionaries and Scrip- 
ture readers are every where—while Scrip- 
ture schools and Bible depositories, and 
female industrial schools, where the New 
Testament is plied as well as the needle, 
are established, and the gospel is preached 
within doors and without, while the teach- 
ing goes on incessantly from house to house. 

A few years ago Presbyterianism was 
confined to Ulster, and had not even reached 
the extremities of the province southward. 
There had, indeed, come over from Eng- 
land in Cromwell’s time not a few English 
Presbyterians, and congregations had been 
formed in many towns in the South; but 
they, like the English Presbyterians them- 
selves, fell into Unitarianism, and gradu- 
ally became extinct. With the exception 
of two in Dublin—now reduced to a sha- 
dow—and three or four others, scarcely 
even a shadow, of about fifty none remain. 
The name Presbyterian came to be a term 
of reproach as identical with the « God- 
denying heresy.” 

But now Orthodox Presbyterian congre- 
gations are established'in most of the prin- 
cipal towns in all the provinces, and these 
are each the centre of a “mission,” with 
schools, scripture-readers, and preaching 
stations; and besides—as in the case of 
Athy—congregations are formed of Scot- 
tish or Ulster settlers, as a nucleus; and 
these, too, become centres of emanation, 
whence the truth and power of the gospel 
spread into the regions beyond them. 

Cork, Tralee, Limerick, Parsonstown, 
Galway, Roscommon, and other places have 
flourishing congregations and missions; 
Clonmel, Ennis, Fethard, Ballina, Droghe- ‘ 
da, and many others are like the Pharos of ; 
Alexandria, ‘‘shining as lights in the world, 
and holding forth the word of truth!’ 

And what is doing in Ireland is going 
on elsewhere. Of Asia Minor and Pales- 
tine I need not speak—American mission- 
aries are successful labourers there. And 
we have here now a converted Sheik from 
Lebanon, who tells of his Scripture schools. 
and mission there. And a society is now 
formed for embracing the openings which 
the late war in the Crimea has created in 
the Turkish territories. Need I write of 
France, Picdmont, Spain, the Italian States? 
Popery is strong—in splendid buildings, 
hosts of priests, pompous services, as in 
Ireland; but, as in Ireland, the light is 
kindled, ‘burning and shining,” that shall 
‘¢consume” the of sin,’’ whose sud- 
den and final “destruction” is reserved for 
brightness of the Saviour’s coming.” 

Scopas. 


For the Presbyterian. 


ALEXANDER COLLEGE. 


Messrs. Editors—Permit me to say a few 
words in your paper in reference to this 
young Institution. To many of your read- 
ers it is no doubt already known, that it is 
located at the city of Dubuque, Iowa, and 
is under the care and control of the Synod 
of Iowa. After much deliberation and 
prayer, it was founded by the Synod for the 
worthy purpose of aiding in sustaining and 
promoting in this new and growing State, 
and in the North-west generally, that ele- 
vated standard of sound learning, in connec- 
tion with a wholesome moral and religious 
influence, which in the older States is found 
to be of such incalculable benefit to the 
world and the Church. [I need hardly say, 
that to this country, so fast filling up, and 
with such a heterogeneous multitude, scarce- 
ly anything could be of more importance, 
or attended with more lasting benefit, than 
just such an education as was contemplated 
by the Synod in the establishment of the 
College, and is attempted to be effect&& by 
the learned and pious faculty to whofn is 
entrusted the management of its affairs. 
It has now been in successful operation for 
two and a half or three years. The num- 
ber of students, although not so great as, 
no doubt, it would have been, had the Col- 
lege edifice been completed, yet has been 
good, and calculated to encourage the pa- 
trons and friends of the College to go for- 
ward in its complete establishment. The 
College building, costing some fifteen thou- 
sand dollars, and given mainly by the liber- 
ality of the citizens of Dubuque, is fast 
progressing towards its completion, so as to 
be occupied, it is expected, at least par- 
tially, the next term, which commences in 
September next. 

Now, what I wish more especially to ex- 
press in this note, is the very great and un- 
feigned pleasure I enjoyed on the 24th and 
25th ult. in attending upon and witnessing 
the examination of the several classes of 
the College. Such was the degree of ad- 
vancement in learning exhibited by them, 
both in literature and science, especially by 
the more advanced classes, as to induce the 
highest hopes to the friends of the Institu- 
tion. The examination was long and close, 
and very particular, both as to the proper 
construction of language and the just com- 
prehension of the subjects studied, and all 
resulted in the highest gratification of my- 
self, and I believe of all present. One class 
is now fitted to assume. the degree of fresh- 
men; and I am of opinion, as well fitted as to 
what they have studied, as many who gradu- 
ate with College honours. This speaks well 
for the President and Professors, and is 
much better calculated to produce and es- 
tablish confidence in the minds of the com- 


tion and defence of the truth as it is in 
Jesus; and when unfavourable reports from 
time to time have reached us in respect to 
the Seminary, we have not been ready to 
receive them. It is, therefore, with pro- 
found grief and sorrow that we learn that 
the Pastoral Union and the Theological 
Institute have virtually taken a position of 
hostility to the Presbyterian Church and to 
her standards, which are in doctrine almost 
identical with the Cambridge and Saybrook 
Platforms. We can at present only give a 
brief outline of the evidence of this. 

(1.) It is now well understood that the 
Professor of Didactic Theology in the Se- 
minary at East Windsor does not receive or 
teach the doctrines of Imputation, Inability, 
or the Atonement (as to its extent), as these 
doctrines are presented in both the Presby- 
terian and the old Congregational standards. 
The Union, at its recent meeting, and by a 
large majority, strongly approved the posi- 
tion of the Professor, condemned those of 
their own number who opposed his views, 
and declared their desire never to have any 
other doctrines taught in their Seminary 
than those held by him. 

The following preamble and resolutions 
express the views of the majority of the 
Union. 

Whereas, This Union has learned that opin- 
ions have been expressed and published, call- 
ing in question the soundness of the theologi- 
cal views of the Professor of Christian Theolo- 
gy, and tending to impair public confidence in 
this Institute; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That from our knowledge of the 
Professors, from the uniform testimony of the 
Committees appointed year by year by the Pas- 
toral Union and by the Trustees, to attend the 
annual examination of the students, and from 
other sources, we have undiminished confidence 
in the fidelity, skill, ability, and soundness of 
the Professors. 

Resolved, 2. That the theological views of 
the Professor of Christian Theology were well 
known at the time of his election to his pre- 
sent office, to be in accordance with the creed 


| to which he was required to give his assent, 


and with the views maintained at that time by 
the members of this body and the founders of 
the Institute, and that we have the most satis- 
factory evidence that his teaching has ever 


¢ been in strict accordance with these views. 


, Resolved, 3. That we have no wish that any 

other system of doctrine should ever be taught 
in this school of the prophets, than that which 
is embodied in our creed, and which has been 
uniformly taught here from the beginning un- 
til now. 

The foregoing preamble and resolutions 
brought out the following Protest from the 
minority. 

PROTEST 


Against the Preamble and Resolutions presented 
by Rev. Charles Hyde, and adopted by the 
Pastoral Union at their Annual Meeting, 
July 16 and 17, 1856. 


We, the undersigned, hereby enter our ear- 
nest and solemn protest. ; 

We protest, 1. In regard to the Preamble, 
that it is incorrect, since no discussion which 
has been had respecting the doctrinal views of 
the Professor of Didactic Theology can pro- 
perly be said to impair confidence in the Insti- 
tute, but only impair confidence in the sound- 
ness of the Professor of Theology. Again, if 
reference is made in this Preamble to those 
who issued the recent circular, signed ‘*‘ Mem- 
bers of the Pastoral Union,” the charge is 
untrue, because the circular has never been 
published or given to the public, being pre- 
pared only for the Pastoral Union itself. 

We protest, 2. On the ground that in the 
present condition of the Institute, when 
charges are made before this body against the 
‘doctrinal soundness of the Theological Pro- 
fessor, instead of eulogistic resolutions being 
passed, thereby prejudging the case, a tho- 
rough investigation should have been had in 
regard to the reason and ground of such 
charges, and that for this purpose a committee 
should have been appointed to look into the 
state of affairs, and report ata special meeting. 

We protest, 3. In claiming, as we do, that 
though the Professor of Theology may not 
have changed his doctrinal forms of expres- 
sion, yet the present extensively received 
meaning, which he does not deny, stands op- 
posed to the position which he was then under- 
stood to occupy; and he has given such promi- 
ninence to his peculiar views. that he is hailed 
as an ally by the advocates of fundamental 
error. 

While we fully agree with those who “have 
no wish that any other system of doctrine 
should ever be taught in this school of the 
prophets than that which is embodied in our 
creed,” we protest, 4. Against the statement 
that this creed “has been uniformly taught 
here from the beginning until now,” as being 
contrary to fact, especially so far as respects 
the doctrines of Human Ability, Imputation, 
and the Atonement. at 

We protest, 5. Against the manner in which 
these resolutions were passed, on the ground 
that full discussion was precluded by the 
movement of the previous question. Signed, 

N. Hewrrt, H. M. Parsons, 
C. Terry. W. B. Les. 
C. A. G. BricHam, 

(2.) During the discussions of these 
points, the doctrines of the Presbyterian 
Church, and of Princeton by name, were 
‘renounced, denounced, and reviled.” They 
were stigmatized and ridiculed as a “trian- 
gular theology,” not received, and not to be 
received by this body. | 

(3.) In the election of Trustees, a vener- 
able father of the Union—one to whom in 
a great measure the Institute owes its ex- 
istence, and who, it was not denied, had 
done more for the Institute than any man 
living, was pointedly, and, with circum- 
stances of peculiar aggravation, cast out of 
the Board for the simple reason, as far as 
any reason at all was offered, that he had 
become a Presbyterian. When it is con- 
sidered that in a Board of twenty-five, and 
a Union of about one hundred and thirty, 
this member stood alone, the only acting 
Presbyterian of the body, this transaction 
is sufficiently and painfully significant. — 

4.) The name of another Presbyterian 
pastor who resides in the vicinity of the Sem- 
inary, and has taken a deep interest in its 
welfare, was presented (not at his own re- 
quest) to the Committee of Nomination for 
membership, and was rejected. | 

(5.) To close this remarkable series of 
transactions, the following resolution, aimed 
directly at the Presbyterian Church, was 
presented, and according to the rules of the 
body, lies over for action till the next year: 

‘‘ Resolved, That hereafter persons re- 


It established 


laymen in Congregational churches; and 
that members becoming officially connected 
with other denominations shall lose a 
standing in this body.” : 

The Pastoral Union, as we have said, 
consists of about one hundred and thirty 
members; of these, there have been at dif- 
ferent times nine who are now Presbyterians. 
Of these nine, five, viz. Drs. Cogswell, Hall, 
Atwater, Lord, and Rev. Mr. Thompson, 
have removed from New England, and of 
course from all direct connection with the 


| body. Of the remaining four, three have, 


since their union with the Presbyterian 
Church we believe, taken no part in the 
acts of the Union or the Institute, and 
their connection is merely nominal. The 
whole action of the Union, therefore, is 
manifestly against the remaining of a single 
Presbyterian in active connection with 
their body. Well, if the Pastoral Union 
can afford to take this position, we certainly 
can afford to leave them; if, opposed to 
and opposed by Andover on the one side, 
and New Haven on the other, they can 
now afford to put themselves in antagon- 
ism with Princeton and the Presbyterian 
Church, we submit with the utmost equa- 
nimity; if, leaving the grand principle upon 
which they were founded, «The defence 
of evangelical truth against prevailing er- 
rors in doctrine, or in practice, and the rais- 
ing up of sound and faithful ministers for 


consent to circumscribe themselves by an 


throw from them the sympathy and coope- 
ration of those who, perhaps a calm reflec- 
tion might convince them, were their 
truest friends, for ourselves we are satisfied. 
We regret the issue for the sake of the 
truth and of Christ, in New England. We 
regret it for the sake of the Pastoral Union 
itself. Perhaps the day may come when 
they will regret it no less sincerely than 
we do. 

And now we are brought more directly 
than ever before to the question of the duty 
of the Presbyterian Church in reference to 
New England. We know that many of our 
members, ministers, and laymen, have felt 
that whilst the truth was held there as it 
was supposed to be held by the Pastoral 
Union, there was no special call for our 
presence there. What change these events 
put upon the aspect of the question it is 
worth our while seriously to consider. We 
may refer to it hereafter. 


For the Presbyterian. 


Reminiscences of the late Rev. R. 
Webster. 


‘©The memory of the just is blessed ;” 
and although mention of the recent depar- 
ture of this beloved brother hag, already 
been made in several forms, the writer asks 
the privilege of recording, for God’s glory 
and the comfort and encouragement of 
God’s people, a few reminiscences of his 
life and character, and an humble tribute 
to his worth. 

If Mr. Webster had been a private Chris- 
tian, of even more than ordinary piety and 
prominence; orif he had, as a minister, been 
distinguished by position, rather than by 
any peculiarity of talents, zeal, or labours, 
it might not be wise or necessary to add 
anything to the tributes already paid to 
his memory. But he was more than an 
ordinary man, and his was more than an 
ordinary mission; and it will not be deemed 
obtrusive or supererogatory for a classmate 
and a friend, who has known him long and 
intimately, loved him dearly, and shared 
largely in his confidence, his counsels, and 
his toils, to tell of worth which but the few 
could appreciate, and of labours and sacri- 
fices which but few can measure. 

The Rev. Richard Webster was born at 
Albany, New York, July 14, 1811, was the 
youngest child of Charles R. Webster and 
Cynthia Steele of that place; died at Mauch 
Chunk, Pennsylvania, Thursday morning, 
June 19, 1856, at a few minutes before 
twelve o'clock, leaving a wife and six chil- 
dren. At his death he wanted only twenty- 
five days of being forty-five years of age. 
He graduated at Union College in 1829, and 
at Princeton Theological Seminary in 1834. 
It was in the latter place that the writer 
made his acquaintance in 1832. In the 
Seminary he was the devout and conscien- 
tious student, the cheerful companion, the 
consistent Christian. After completing his 
Seminary course in 1834, he offered him- 
self, and was accepted as a foreign mission- 
ary, by the American Board. But his in- 
creasing deafness threatening to make the 
acquisition of spoken languages difficult, 
and other causes having delayed his depar- 
ture, he was detained from the foreign 
field; and with the promptness and zeal 
which ever characterized him, he sought 
one of equal or greater toil and self-denial 
in his own country. 

In the autumn of 1835 he came to South 
[aston, Pennsylvania, at the instance, it is 
believed, of the Hon. J. M. Porter, and for 
a short time laboured in that place; but the 
field not proving as encouraging as was 
hoped, he shortly afterwards entered the 
important field in which he wore out his 
valuable life, and in which he was the in- 
strument of such extensive good. 

On Sabbath, the lst of November, 1835, 
the writer, aided by ruling elder Enoch 
Green of Easton — gone to his rest), 
organized the Presbyterian church of Mauch 
Chunk, with twenty-four members. On the 
4th of the following month, accompanied 
by brother Webster, he again repaired to 
Mauch Chunk, preached and introduced 
the youthful pastor to the little flock that had 
so lately been gathered in those mountain 
gorges. On the next evening, Saturday, 
December 5th, Mr. Webster preached his 
first sermon in the field of his life-labours, 
and the next day (Sabbath) the two class- 
mates administered the first Lord’s Supper 
that was spread in that congregation. 


From that time to the hour, indeed, to 
the moment of his death, he continued to 
preach Christ crucified to that people, and 
at many other points in the Pennsylvania 
coal region. He was emphatically the apos- 
tle of the coal fields. He threw his earnest 
heart, his clear, well-furnished mind, his 
untiring energies, and his worldly substance 
into the work of evangelizing the popula- 
tion of the mining region andtowns. With 
a slender and feeble frame, and amid im- 
pediments and difficulties that would have 
deterred most men, he hoped on and toiled 
on, until, with God’s blessing, his own im- 
mediate flock was enlarged, and became an 
important and efficient church ; and church- 
es were organized, and houses of worship 
reared in all that region. He was indefa- 
tigable in preaching, travelling, visiting, 
corresponding, and introducing and sus- 
taining missionaries. Whilst his own sti- 
pend was very small, he relinquished his 
allowance from the Board of Missions, in 
order that it might be given to other la- 
bourers in his favourite mountain field. 
Often, like his Master, did he travel on foot 
to great distances, over steep and rugged 
roads, to carry the gospel to the destitute, 
and this without hope of earthly reward. 

In the spring of 1838 he was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Cross of Baltimore, and, in 


ceived into.this body, shall be ministers or in his trials. A fonder, a happier, or a 


a home of more than usual affection and 
felicity, found rest amid his toils, and solace 


the supply of the churches,” they can now | 


intense and a jealous ecclesiasticism, and 


wiser husband and father the writer has 
rarely known. 

Arduous. and widely extended as were 
our brother’s professional labours, he found 
time for literary effort and historical re- 
search; and the columns of the Presbyte- 
rian, the New York Observer, the Watch- 
man of the South, and other journals were 
enriched by his scholarly and sprightly con- 
tributions. The readers of these journals 
will not soon forget «K. H.”’ the finals of 
his place of residence. 

No one had collected such rich and ex- 
tensive materials for a history of American 
Presbyterianism ; and indeed, some of the 
histories already published are indebted to 
his researches and his liberality in impart- 
ing information. It is hoped that this por- 
tion of his life-labour is in such a shape 
that it will not be lost to the Church. 

Though he seldom published, he not un- 
frequently wrote in poetry, and some of his 
unpublished verses are worthy a place 
amongst the best productions of the Ameri- 
can muse. : 

Although deprived of the facility for 
social intercourse which ready hearing af- 
fords, Mr. Webster was nevertheless a fa- 
vourite in the social circle. He was a 
cheerful Christian; and his extensive read- 
ing, his unfailing memory, his exhaustless 
fund of anecdote, his sparkling wit, his 
lively but always barbless repartee, all chas- 
tened by the most considerate Christian 
propriety, gave a charm to his conversation 
that made it ever coveted. 

But it was as a Christian and a minister 
that he made his strongest mark upon his 
generation, and will be most fondly remem- 
bered by his brethren and his sorrowing 
church. Solemn, earnest, ready, sound, 
scriptural, illustrative, terse and compact in 
style, and full of holy unction, his sermons 
were always impressive, and were largely 
blessed. In pastoral duties he was tender 
and skilful, and in example such as became 
the Christian pastor. His death-bed ser- 
mons were the most impressive of his life. 
To his dear ones, to his mourning people, 
and to all that approached him, he most 
effectively commended, in dying, that gos- 
pel he had preached when living. His last 
two pulpit discourses, by a coincidence that 
startled at the time, and now seems almost 
prophetic, were from the texts, “The cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?” and, «Enoch walked with 
God and was not, for God took him.” He 
had gone from the bed to the pulpit, and 
from the pulpit to the bed, from which he 
never rose. : 

At the time he was seized with his last 
illness, he was looking forward with desire 
to the completion of the new and elegant 
church edifice, the second built during his 
pastorate ; and one of his last efforts at let- 
ter-writing, was an invitation to the writer 
to preach at the dedication when it should 


be finished. But he was not permitted, in 


the body, to witness the consummation so 
dear to his heart. But will he not witness 
it from the bulwarks of the upper temple? 

Did your space permit a detailed descrip- 
tion of the closing scenes of this great and 
good man’s life, it could not but commend 
the blessed gospel to your readers, and teach 
them how to die. One of the most unself- 
ish men the writer ever knew, this charac- 
teristic was apparent to the close. Witha 
countenance radiant with the joy of salva- 
tion, and’ borne in triumph upon the full 
tide of the promises, his thoughts, his coun- 
sels, and his prayers were employed for the 
good of others, and he seemed scarcely to 
think of himself. The tender husband and 
father seemed to wish to live for his dear 
ones, and the devoted pastor longed to la- 
bour on for his Master; but every such 
wish was qualified with the language, “The 
cup that my Father giveth me, shall I not 
drink it?’ ‘Not my will, but thine be 
done.”” With his children standing, at his 
request, where his eye could rest upon them 
to the last, he prayed for them, their mo- 
ther, and the church, until with, “into thy 
hands I commit my spirit,”’ he peacefully 
fell asleep in Jesus. : 

Many, as they tearfully retired from that 
chamber, so 


‘‘ Privileged beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite on the verge of heaven,”? 


said, that now they. better understood the 
prayer, ‘Let me die the death of the right- 
eous, and let my last end be like his.”’ © 

D. X. J. 


_ For the Presbyterian. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 
To the Church of Virginia. 


WYTHEVILLE, July 12th, 1856. 

My Dear People—I have just received 
your splendid «Testimonial of Confidence, 
Love,’and Esteem.” The inscription upon 
this very beautiful silver pitcher, and the 
note accompanying it, render it the most 
valuable earthly thing in my possession. 
The two silver cups, also, and numerous 
useful and appropriate presents to every 
member of my family, which we had al- 
ready received, cheer and strengthen us for 
the struggle of parting. They all prove 
that we carry with us the same sincere 
attachment which we have so long enjoyed 
in the delightful relation we have for seven- 
teen years sustained to you. May the Lord 
bless you all, and reward you richly for 
your many works of faith and labours of 
love. Most affectionately, your late pastor, 

NIcHOLAS CHEVALIER. 


For the Presbyterian. 


The Rev. William Blain and an 
Installation. 


Messrs. Editors—One by one the fathers 
of our Church are passing away, or through 
enfeebling age are dropping the standards 
which they have so long and so faithfully 
borne. One of those fathers, the Rev. 
William Blain, the first graduate of Prince- 
ton, that alma mater of so many holy, 
faithful men, has recently been laid aside 
from the active work of the ministry ;—an 
attack of. paralysis has rendered him unable 
any longer to preach that gospel which he 
loves. 

For nearly half a century he has been 
declaring the counsel of God to saints. and 
sinners, and the last year of his labours has 
been his best and most successful one. A 
revival of considerable extent, and blessed 
results, made glad his heart, and proved 
that he had not laboured in vain. For the 
last quarter of a century he has been the 
faithful and beloved pastor of the congrega- 
tion of Goodwill, Montgomery county, New 
York, and still remains nominally its senior 
pastor. The congregation, as a token of 
their respect and esteem, voted him his full 
salary, though he has been able to perform 
the pastoral duties but a small portion of 
the year. The ladies also, as a mark of 
their love for their aged and stricken pas- 
tor, presented him with an elegant silver 
vase suitably inscribed. He now resides 
with his son, the Rev. William Blain, Jr. 
at Canaan, Columbia county, New York. 
His colleague and successor, the Rev. D. 
M. McAleese, was installed by the Presby- 
tery of Hudson, on Tuesday the 17th ult. 
The first prayer was offered by the Rev. J. 
N. Judd, D.D. of the New-school Presby- 
terian church, Montgomery; the sermon 


| was preached by the Rev. D. N. Freeland 


of Monroe; charge to the pastor by the 
Rev. David Beattie of Scotchtown; charge 
to the people by the Rev. S. C. Hepburn 
of Hamptonburgh, and closing prayer by 
the Rev. R. P. Lee, D.D. of the Reformed 
Dutch church, Montgomery. The services 
throughout were excellent and appropriate ; 
the day was fine, and the church crowded 


piest feeling and harmony pervades the 
congregation, as the call was unanimous. 
It is the prayer and hope of all, that God 
will continue to bless and prosper this 
church, which he established of old, that it 
may be continued until the second advent 
of our Lord, and that the good-will of Him 
that dwelt in the bush may ever abide in 
the Goodwill church. PHILOS. 


For the Presbyterian. 


A Correction in Behalf of Dr. 
, Halsey. 

Messrs. Editors—Your reporter truly re- 
presented the Rev. Mr. Frame as saying, 
during the proceedings of the last General 
Assembly, that “he objected to Dr. Hal- 
sey, that he had been out of our body, and 
a member of the New-school Church.” 

The speaker was corrected at the time, 
but I suppose the correction was not heard 
by your reporter, nor by others in the As- 
sembly. That estimable but injured Pro- 
fessor gave instruction in the Auburn Se- 
minary, but retained his ecclesiastical con- 
nection with the Old-school. 
be perfectly right to teach students as well 
as to preach to congregations belonging to 
other denominations, according to the apos- 
tolic injunction, “As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all;” but 
as others may object also, under a mistake, 
it has been considered desirable by many of 
our brethren that the true state of the case 
should be known, and I hoped that before 
this time you would have been informed. 

A MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY. 


For the Presbyterian. 


RAINY SABBATH-DAYS. 


I have often heard Christian people com- 
plain of the weather; and this in terms 
which seemed to imply, either that weather 
came by accident, or else, that God had 
made a mistake in sending such a stormy 
day. specially is this the case with 
rainy Sabbath-day weather. I have known 
a whole church, and their pastor with them, 
when they had been praying and labouring 
in hope of a revival of God’s work among 
them, utterly discouraged when a rainy Sab- 


meeting, or other service, by which they 
had expected great good to be done. 

Surely such feelings cannot be either 
wise or right. Zion and her interests may 
be dear to the Christian’s heart; but not 
half so dear, even to the heart of one who, 
like Paul, would “gladly spend and be 
spent” for her, as to the heart of Jesus. 
Man, his mind enlightened from on high, 
may choose wisely on behalf of Zion; but 
not the wisest Christian upon earth can 
choose half so wisely for her, as he who 
‘‘can make no mistake.” 


I recollect, on a certain occasion, com- 


mencing a sacramental meeting, on the old 
Presbyterian plan; the public services com- 


mencing on the Thursday preceding the 


Sabbath on which the Lord’s Supper was 
to be administered. There had been but 
few additions to the church for some time 
—indeed, for the year last passed the addi- 
tions had not equalled the losses by removal 
and death. Some of the older members of 
the church were praying, I knew, with un- 
usual fervour, that God would revisit us; 
and this led me to hope that a time of re- 
freshing was at hand. At the commence- 
ment of the meeting, every promise seemed 
fair. The weather was all that heart could 
desire, the attendance in the sanctuary 
was unusually large, the attention of the 
audience fixed, and I thought that one or 
two of the impenitent seemed almost ready 
to ask, “‘ What must I do to be saved?” 
All, I believe, were looking forward to the 
Sabbath as “the great day of the feast.” 
But when the Sabbath came, its dawn 
disclosed a sky completely overcast—and 
long before the hour of public service had 
arrived, an easterly storm of unusual vio- 
lence had set in. For a time I was com- 
pletely disheartened, and ready to say, with 
old Jacob, « All these things are against 
me.’’ A mere handful met in God’s house, 


an evidence of much more than ordinary 
interest; for, at another time, such a storm 


would have left God’s house without a wor- . 


shipper. 

Instead of our accustomed service, we 
had a prayer-meeting; and this, because all 
seemed to feel that now, in God alone was 
our hope and our help, and to him we 
wished to carry our cause. I do not know 
that I ever attended a prayer-meeting which 
seemed more thoroughly pervaded with a 
spirit of prayer, than our meeting on that 
stormy Sabbath-day. Our communion was, 
of course, postponed; but not so, God’s 
work of grace in our church and congre- 
gation. In that day’s prayer-meeting a 
precious work of grace began, a work which 
continued for several months; and which 
resulted in an ingathering of those who have 
proved a blessing to the church, ‘of whom 
the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep.” 

We can often judge more correctly of 
God’s providences, in the retrospect, than 
we can at the time those providences are 
passing over us. 


refreshing, it seems to me we needed just 
such @ providence as God sent us in that 
stormy Sabbath-day, to take off our trust 
from men and means, and fix it upon God 
alone. That but for that stormy Subbath- 
day’s prayer-meeting, all the fair and pro- 
mising appearances which had cheered our 
hearts, would have passed away, as does the 
cloud which sometimes mocks the husband- 
man’s hopes, in time of protracted draught, 
giving promise of rain, but sending no drop 
to refresh the parched earth. That the fire 
which lay smouldering in the smoking flax, 
would have gone out, had not God sent his 
storm-wind to fan it into a flame. And as 
I have recalled the fretful, fault-finding 
spirit with which I met that blessed provi- 
dence, as that stormy Sabbath dawned upon 
the earth, I have felt like taking up the 
confession of Job—«TI have uttered that 
which I understood not; things too won- 
derful for me, which I knew not.’ 


A.D. G. 


EFFECTIVE PREACHING. 


A religion without a Saviour is the tem- 
ple without the Shekinah, and its worsbi 
pers will all desert it. Few men in the 
world have less pretensions as a preacher, 
than myself—my voice, my look, my man- 
ner, all of a common kind; yet 1 thank 
God there is scarcely a corner in our little 
church where you might not find a stream- 
ing eye and a beating heart. The reason 
is, that I speak of Christ; and if there is 
not a charm in the name, there is in the 
train of fears, and hopes, and joys, which it 
carries along with it. The people feel— 


they mus¢ listen.— Cunningham. 


by a deeply interested auditory. The hap- — 


And it may 


bath has broken in upon some sacramental 


and yet the presence of that handful was — 


And now, as [ look back | 
over the history of that precious season of 
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